Guidance notes for Block Kennel Licence

	Q1


	Does everyone who keeps a dog need a licence? Generally speaking, yes.  However, if the dog falls into any of the following categories you do not need a Licence:

Exceptions

(a)  A Guide Dog;

(b)  A Police Dog;

(c)  A dog under 6 months old kept by the person who at the time of birth kept the bitch which gave it birth;

(d)  A dog kept in a pet shop licenced by the Department of Agriculture, where the dog is on offer for sale to the public;

(e)  A dog kept by a person who already holds a Block Licence for the premises where the dog is kept (see Q11).

(f)  Any deaf or hearing impaired person who keeps a dog, which was supplied or trained by Hearing Dogs for the Deaf.



	
	

	Q2

Q3


	When should I get a Dog Licence?

You must buy a Dog Licence before you get a dog.  If you do not, both you and the supplier of the dog are committing an offence.

How must does a Licence cost?

A Block Licence see Q10 and Q11………….…    £12.50



	Q4


	Where can I get a Licence?

If you are resident within Lisburn City Council area, you can get your Licence at the Environmental Health Department, Lagan Valley Island, The Island, Lisburn.



	Q5


	When can I apply for a Licence?

Up to 28 days before the date when you propose to get the dog.



	Q6


	What do I need to apply?

Normally you need a description of the dog.  However, if you are applying for a Licence before you obtain a new dog you have not yet seen you may supply the description at a later date.



	Q7


	How long does a Licence last?

A Licence is valid for one year from the commencement date which you specify in the application form.  This date should be the date you intend to get the dog or the nearest date before this.



	Q8
	Who can get a Block Licence?

Any person who keeps on the same premises 3 or more unsterilised bitches any of which is used for breeding; or 3 or more dogs (including bitches) registered with the Kennel Club, or other approved registering organisation or if a person keeps as part of a registered guard dog kennels 3 or more dogs which are used as guard dogs elsewhere.  Ask for Form 4 (3) at the Lagan Valley Island, The Island, Lisburn



	Q9


	Do I get anything apart from a Licence?

Yes, you will get a Coloured Disc to be fastened to the dog’s collar except when working.  The disc is not proof of licensing and an authorised officer may ask you to produce your Licence.  Discs are only transferable when a Transfer Certificate has been issued (see Q12).



	Q10


	Can I get a refund of Licence Fee?

Yes, but only if within 30 days from the date of issue (a) you do not get a dog, or (b) you dispose of the dog, or (c) the dog dies.  To apply for a refund you should fill in form 4 (6) and hand it in with the Coloured Disc at the Lagan Valley Island, The Island, Lisburn.



	Q11


	How do I renew a Dog Licence?

By filling in a fresh application form up to 28 days before your Licence expires.  Renewals will be for one year from the day after the expiry date.



	Q12


	Must I be a minimum age to obtain a Dog Licence?

Yes – 16 Years


