Guidance Note for Dry Cleaners

Local Authority Pollution Prevention and Control

(LAPPC)

Introduction

If you operate a Dry Cleaning Installation you may be affected by the Solvent Emissions Directive and the Solvent Emissions Regulations (NI) 2004.

What is the Solvents Emissions Directive (the “SED”)?

The SED is a European Council Directive (ref no 1999/13/EC), which relates to “the limitation of emissions of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) due to the use of organic solvents in certain activities and installations”.  It was adopted by the European commission on 11 March 1999. Its aim is to reduce emissions of VOCs from specified industrial processes.

What are The Solvent Emissions Directive and the Solvent Emissions Regulations (NI) 2004? (the SED regulations)

These are the Regulations, which the Government has used to implement the SED.  They came into force on 27 February 2004.

Which installations will it apply to?

The SED regulations will affect all installations using solvents to a certain extent, depending on the type of solvents in use and the amount of solvents used per year.

When do the SED Regulations come into force?

Although the SED Regulations came into force on 27 February 2004 existing dry cleaning installations (ie those dry cleaners which were put into operation before 1 April 2001) will not be affected until 31 October 2006.

New dry cleaners – those put into operation on or after October 2001.

How will it affect me?

All dry cleaners using organic solvents, in particular perchloroethylene (PERC), hydrocarbon solvent (HCS) and siloxane will have to apply for and be issued an ‘LAPPC permit’ to operate their process after 31 October 2007. The use of carbon dioxide in dry cleaning is not covered by these regulations.

An LAPPC  permit is essentially a legal permit allowing an ‘operator’ to emit air pollution.  Local Councils ‘permit’ operators to carry out ‘activities’ at ‘installations’ within their area.  The permit sets out conditions, which the operators must abide by and sets emission limits.  The installations are regularly inspected by Officers from the Council to ensure they are complying with their air quality limits and meeting the conditions of their permit.  Details of all installations are held on the public register. 

Will it cost me anything extra?

There is an initial application cost for obtaining a permit.  In addition an annual subsistence fee must be paid.

Will I have to spend money on my installation?

If your installation does not meet the standards laid out by the government, you may have to undertake upgrading works either prior to being issued a permit, or as part of the conditions within a permit.  Such works will be decided upon following an initial site inspection by Council officers. In the case of existing installations (as defined above) operators will have until 31 October 2007 to make any changes.  New installations (as defined above) will be required to meet the full standards of the government guidance immediately.

Will I have to change the solvents I use?

Unless you are operating an ‘open circuit’ machine or using ‘Designated Risk Phrase Solvents’ it is unlikely you will need to make any major changes to your installation.  The government is however discouraging the use of in-house mixing of spot cleaning solutions.

What happens if I don’t apply for a permit?

If an operator of an installation fails to apply for and subsequently be granted a permit by the appropriate date they may, upon summary conviction, be liable to a fine not exceeding £20,000, with the possibility of imprisonment, for the operation of installation without a permit.  If you are in any doubt as to your responsibilities please contact us on the number at the end of this advice note and we will be happy to help.

Where can I get more advice?

A Process Guidance Note 6/46(04) has been issued by the government and details the standards expected of dry cleaners.  You can download the document at:-

http://www.defra.gov.uk/environment/airquality/lapc/pgnotes/pdf/pg6-46.pdf
Also available in Urdu, Gujarati, Greek and Turkish.

http://www.defra.gov.uk/environment/airquality/lapc/pgnotes/default.htm
Guidance on solvent consumption in dry cleaning and good housekeeping measures for solvents is available from Envirowise, the government funded programme offering free, independent advice on practical ways to minimise waste and increase profit.  Quote ref nos: GG87 and GG 28 on www.envirowise.gov,uk
In addition, your trade association may be able to provide you with further advice. 

